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November 2019 


General Meeting—Tuesday 5 November at 8.00 p.m. 

Speaker: Associate Professor Barbara Wilson, Deakin University 

Talk: Long- term ecological studies in the Eastern Otways, Victoria. 

Four decades of research and monitoring of small native mammals in the eastern Otways has revealed recent 
significant declines in communities and threatened species (Swamp Antechinus, New Holland Mouse); assessed the 
impacts of threats (fire, climate change, the plant pathogen P. cinnamomi) and provided important information to 
activate effective management and conservation actions. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 3 December at 8.00 p.m. 


Members’ night and Christmas supper 

Speaker: Dr Heather McGinness, Senior Research Scientist, CSIRO Land and Water 

Talk: Heather will be talking about waterbird breeding and movements, creating information and knowledge to better 
fill gaps in understanding of waterbird ecology and to assist environmental water managers. 

Afterwards we will share supper together so please bring a plate of something sweet or savory to share. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 
Travis Turner, Leopold; Margaret Spear, Breakwater. 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Obtain your username and password to log into the GFNC website 
www.gfnc.org.au 


Login is now required so if you haven't yet contacted info@gfnc.org.au to get your user name and password then hurry up, 
we don’t want to miss any of your exciting observations or photos. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
The closing date for the next magazine will be due on Monday 25 November. 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog —to the editor. 
The editor for the December edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Jane Morrow, morrowjane5@gmail.com 


GFENC is on Facebook 


www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup/ 


A private online discussion group by invitation for members to share observations and other information 


www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted 


i 
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The photo on the front cover is a Jacky Lizard, observed and photographed by Guy Dutson at Buckley Park Foreshore 
Reserve on 14/10/2019 (see p. 8 for Guy’s report ‘25 Jacky Lizards at Collendina’). 


On the back cover is a Black Rock Skink that was observed by members of the GFNC Fauna Group and 
photographed by Barry Lingham at Floating Islands on 10/10/2019 (see pp. 9-10 for the survey report). 


Mailing roster 
November: Jan Venters 
December: Bernie Lingham 





GFNC involvement at Sparrovale Wetlands 


Craig Morley, Donna Smithyman and Barry Lingham 


reamble 

After several months of informal discussion between 
Donna Smithyman (City of Greater Geelong (CoGG) 
Environment Dept.) and Craig Morley (GFNC 
representative on the Corangamite CMA Lower Barwon 
Wetlands Committee) the GFNC Sparrovale Group was 
formed. Craig Morley, Barry Lingham, Margaret Alcorn 
and Richard Alcorn, met with Donna Smithyman on 5 
August 2019 to discuss options for the club to be involved 
in bird surveys of the Sparrovale Wetlands. This was 
followed by an onsite visit where ‘base-line’ bird surveys 
were completed and future survey areas were 
considered. CoGG has warmly welcomed GFNC 
involvement in this exciting project. Subsequent meetings 
have refined the process regarding surveys of the area 
and the development of a formal strategic partnership 
between GFNC and CoGG. 


About Sparrovale 


The 500-hectare site (see Figure 1) is at the previous 
location of the Sparrovale Farm and Cold Winds Farm. 
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Figure 1:The survey area includes the Sparrovale site and part of 
the Lake Connewarre State Game Reserve. Map provided by CoGG 
with labels by Barry Lingham 


The property has been used for farming purposes for 
over one hundred years and includes areas of native 
vegetation and natural wetlands. It is 7.9 km from the 
centre of Geelong. The site is bounded by a 4 km stretch 
of the Barwon River, with Lake Connewarre to the east 
and Hospital Swamp to the south east. Both of these 
wetlands form part of the Port Phillip Bay (Western 
Shoreline) and Bellarine Peninsula Ramsar site. The 
Armstrong Creek and Horseshoe Bend Development 
Precincts adjoin the site on the western and southern 
boundaries. 


Stormwater from these precinct developments will be 
diverted to the natural wetland basin. When filled, the 
surface area of water will cover approximately 200 
hectares. A new channel will be constructed to allow 
excess water from the Sparrovale retention basin to flow 
directly into Lake Connewarre. A series of channels 
currently connect the Barwon River to Hospital Swamp 


allowing the delivery of environmental water by the 
Corangamite CMA when required. 


Due to the location of the site—adjacent to wetlands and 
waterways—it is of high significance for Aboriginal 
cultural heritage. The Sparrovale property also has a 
substantial historical narrative as the site of the first 
Geelong racecourse and as a model dairy farm run by 
the Geelong Harbor Trust. 


There will be three habitat zones in the final development 

of Sparrovale: 

e open space grassland/farmland 

e stormwater wetland basin 

e conservation area containing lignum swamps, 
saltmarsh and reedbeds. 


Additional information about the Sparrovale site 
Biodiversity surveys—a fish survey has already been 
undertaken by Ecology Australia. A survey of frogs is 
needed. Ecology and Heritage Partners have completed 
a Biodiversity Assessment for the site for permit 
requirements. It is known that a pair of Brolgas 
periodically uses the site for breeding. There is a 
population of Fallow Deer on site. 

Water management-—a partnership is being negotiated 
with Deakin University to develop and undertake water 
quality monitoring. 

Interim Management Plan—a draft interim management 
plan has been completed. It will guide management at 
the site during the construction phase. There is a focus 
on monitoring, pest plant and animal management. 


The Sparrovale Master Plan will shape the design and 
development of the new parklands located within the 
Sparrovale area. Bike paths/walking paths/dog exercise 
zones/passive recreation areas are just some of the 
ideas that will be discussed as part of the Master Plan 
process. Community input/ideas for the site should be 
occurring in October/November and there will be online 
engagement and community workshops. Donna 
Smithyman will keep the GFNC informed. 


Opportunities for the GFNC 

e consultation regarding the formulation of the Master 
Plan 

e an opportunity to engage in a strategic partnership 
with CoGG where GFNC members complete 
twice-yearly bird surveys with a summary report 
produced at the end of the third year. There will also 
be significant opportunities to survey for flora and 
other fauna, in addition to birds 

e funding, via SmartyGrant, to the GFNC to reimburse 
any expenses incurred by members and reward the 
GFNC, recognising their efforts and expertise in 
undertaking survey work. 


A good portion of the area is currently a working farm 
with access restricted to a limited number of people who 
have been through an induction process and are 
accompanied by a CoGG representative. We look 
forward with great enthusiasm to being involved in this 
important survey work. Please watch for future 
announcements regarding this very exciting opportunity. 


Geelong Naturalist November 2019 1 


October butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


he Caper Whites are back, just in ones and twos and Imperial Jezebels were seen fluttering around the canopy 
not flying in any particular direction. There are plenty of Messmate Stringybarks on Dam Walk late morning 
of Australian Painted Ladies and Yellow Admirals. It has and one seen in Painkalac Picnic Area. 
been a great month for the Blues. First the Varied 
Dusky-blues at Moggs Creek, then the Bright Coppers at Observers: 
Painkalac Creek and finally the Rayed Blues at the You BL, Barry Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; DTy, David 
Yangs. The Forest Brown was a good sighting too. John Tytherleigh; GA, George Appleby; GMc, Gordon 


photographed them and sent them to iNaturalist, along McCarthy; GP, Graham Possingham; JN, John Newman; 
with the Bright Coppers. The latter were male and JPo, Jenny Possingham; LCI, Lynne Clarke; RLw, Rod 
female, observed on South Dam walk at Painkalac Dam Lowther: TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott; 

on a gravel track, and interacting at one point. Three WCo, Wendy Cook. 


Cabbage White 12/10/19 | In bush near Whinray Rd 1 investigating WCo 
Capeweed flowers 


Caper White 3/10/19 | Geelong Botanic Gardens 


, 
3/10/19 Gum Flats & Forest Rd, 1 TFI, BL, GMc 
Anglesea 
6/10/19 Inverleigh Flora & Fauna 1 CFr, GA 
Reserve, Fern Track 
6/10/19 You Yangs 1 flying on edge of road JN, DTy 
to Big Rock 


a 

ae 12/10/19 | Bush near Whinray Rd 1 about 4 p.m. 
12/10/19 | Whinray Rd near Meredith 1 in garden, maybe 2 in |WCo 

previous week. 


13/10//19 | Brisbane Ranges National 1 flying along Butchers WCo 
Rd between Teatree 
Track and Orchid Track. 
14/10/19 | YouYangs 1 moving quickly from TP 
flower to flower on 
Snowy Mintbush plants. 
14/10/19 | Woods Rd, St Albans Park TFI, BL, GMc 
15/10/19 | Geelong Botanic Gardens 


Imperial Jezebel | 29/9/19 | Painkalac Dam 
| 3/10/19 | Flaxbournes Rd, Anglesea TFI, BL, GMc 


Australian Painted | 29/9/19 | Moggs Creek 1 flying along gravel JN 
Lady track 1.15 p.m. 


3/10/19 | Flaxbournes Rd, Anglesea 1 Flying northerly along | TFI, BL, GMc 
roadway 
a 3/10/19 | Charlemont 1 on gravel road 4.15 
p.m. 


6/10/19 3 on Road to Big Rock. | JN, DTy 


12/10/19 | Whinray Rd near Meredith 1 sunning on gravel WCo 
driveway. 
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Yellow Admiral 


29/9/19 | Moggs Creek 


2/10/19 | Highton 
6/10/19 | The Basin, Drysdale 


TG 12/10/19 | YouYangs 


12/10/19 | North Valley Road Highton 
[| 15/10/19 | Geelong Botanic Gardens 


29/9/19 | Moggs Creek 


Bright Copper 29/9/19 | Moggs Creek 


1 on Dam Walk up above | JN 
Moggs Creek Picnic 

Ground. 

1 in suburban garden GP 


4 flying around road to 
Big Rock, 2 flying at 
Turntable. 


N 


Varied Dusky-blue | 29/9/19 | Moggs Creek 


Rayed Blue 6/10/19 | You Yangs At least 2 moving around | JN, DTy 
larval plant food 
Prostanthera nivea var. 
nivea Snowy Mint-bush, 
mid-afternoon. 


2019 Orange-bellied Parrot (OBP) Surveys—round up 





Craig Morley, Bellarine Peninsula OBP Regional Group Coordinator 


hank you for your support and interest in the 
Orange-bellied Parrots and the recovery effort 
throughout 2019, it is greatly appreciated! 


September 2019 surveys 

Over the September 2019 OBP survey weekend 29 
keen, enthusiastic and energetic volunteers gave their 
time to assist with the surveys. Alas although no OBPs 
were observed—though lovely weather was enjoyed, 
especially on the Saturday—some other avian gems 
were noted, including several pairs of Black Swans with 
numerous cygnets; Spotted Crakes foraging; Striated 
Fieldwrens singing; and a White-bellied Sea-Eagle 
‘sailing’ by. Also, of note is that only three Blue-winged 
Parrots (at Snake Island, Avalon) were recorded 
throughout the September surveys. 


Bellarine Peninsula 2019 Surveys 

It is very disappointing to report that no Orange-bellied 
Parrots were observed on the Bellarine Peninsula during 
the 2019 mainland season. This is the first time we have 
had a nil result since 2015. 


Throughout the survey season (surveys in May, July and 
September) 46 keen observers offered their time and 
effort to assist with at least one survey, and many 
assisted with more than one. This is a fantastic effort. 
Allowing at least three hours for a survey and a bare 
minimum of two hours for preparation, travelling and 
cleaning up, it represents well over 425 hours of 
volunteer assistance. Thank you to each of these hardy 
and enthusiastic souls from me and also from the OBP 
National Recovery Team. Your effort, skill, energy and 
enthusiasm are greatly appreciated. Once again, 
generous thanks to the Parks Victoria officers who 
ensure we are able to survey less accessible areas. 


OBPs on the mainland 2019 

Two wild bred birds, a male and a female, were 
associating with our captive-bred released OBPs on the 
western side of Port Phillip for many months during 2019. 


Summary of OBP National Recovery Team meeting 
For details of this meeting, which took place in May at the 
Melbourne Zoological gardens, please contact me at 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com for a PDF copy of the 
meeting report. 


Latest news from Melaleuca, south west Tasmania 
At the time of writing (10 October) seven OBPs (six 
males and 1 female) have returned to the breeding 
grounds in Tasmania for the 2019/2020 breeding 
season. Included in this number is a male (at least nine 
years old) which was observed on the Bellarine 
Peninsula in August 2016, and two captive bred males, a 
four-year-old released at Melaleuca in spring 2016 and a 
five-year-old male released at Melaleuca in spring 2018. 
Follow the news on 

https://www.facebook.com TasmanianOrangebelliedParrot/ 


2020 Orange-bellied Parrot Surveys 
The dates for the 2020 surveys have been set: 

e 16-17 May 2020 

e 25—26 July 2020 

e 12—13 September 2020 
Please add these dates to your diaries and calendars. | 
shall be sending out details to those of you in my survey 
database nearer the time of the May surveys. Please 
remember, OBPs could turn up unexpectedly any time 
from March to early October, in unusual or unexpected 
locations, so please be on the look-out in saltmarsh and 
adjacent habitats. Please let me know about any grassy 
green Neophema ASAP on craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
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Testimonial supporting the nomination of Deborah Evans 
to be awarded Life Membership of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club (GFNC) 


D eborah joined the GFNC in 1991 and she has 
enthusiastically and competently served the club in a 
wide variety of activities over the past 29 years. Her 
interests in all areas of natural history drew her to joining 
the club. She had particular expertise in geology and 
palaeontology but Deborah also had a keen interest in 
local bird life, plants and invertebrates. 


In 2003, Deborah first joined the GFNC committee where 
her skills in communication, report writing, organisation 
and management of projects were put to good use. She 
served on the committee until April 2019, making an 
outstanding contribution to the leadership and 
management of the club. During her 16-year involvement 
with the committee, Deborah held the roles of President 
(five years), Vice-President (three years), Secretary 
(three years) and Treasurer (two years). The 50th 
anniversary of the formation of the GFNC was a 
significant milestone. Deborah was assistant coordinator 
for this successful event. 


As well as ably fulfilling these vital committee roles, 
Deborah also took on other important duties within the 
club. The GFNC program of activities requires significant 
planning and Deborah has been involved in the process, 
either as the leader or co-leader, for the past 15 years. 
The production of the Geelong Naturalist requires a 
systematic and detailed proof-read of each draft edition. 
For many years Deborah has used her skills as a 
sub-editor to proof-read editions prior to publication. 
Additionally, she has written many short articles, notices, 
excursion reports and summaries of guest speaker talks 
for the Geelong Naturalist. Deborah has been GFNC 
Publications and Communication Subcommittee Chair for 
the past two years. 


The South East Australian Naturalist Association 
(SEANA) is an umbrella group of naturalists that meet for 
campouts and also to create an effective lobby group 
that contributes to debates on significant environmental 
issues. Deborah has been the GFNC representative for 
SEANA since 2013. She has also contributed by taking 
on roles as President, Vice-President and Secretary of 
this sister organisation. Deborah has represented the 
GFNC on a range of organisations, including Barwon 
Water’s Environmental Consultative (now Advisory) 
Committee, Clean Up Australia Day plus the Barwon 


Diana Primrose and Barry Lingham 


River Users Group. Deborah has been involved in 
organising, or participating in, the GFNC You Yangs 
boneseed control program since 1995 and regularly 
assists with coordinating or helping with the annual 
GFNC display and stand at the ANGAIR wildflower 
weekend. 


During Deborah’s time with the GFNC she has been 
involved in several conservation activities, including 
participation in submissions regarding proposed 
expansion of the Point Lonsdale Golf Club, a VCAT 
hearing on development of land on the Belmont 
Escarpment plus a City of Greater Geelong Panel 
Hearing on a significant remnant bushland at Indented 
Head. 


Deborah has been a regular contributor to club 
excursions, both as a leader and a reporter of the events. 
She has led at least 30 excursions to a variety of local 
sites and also to places of interest in Melbourne, such as 
the Melbourne Planetarium, Melbourne Museum, Royal 
Botanic Gardens in Cranbourne, the Bureau of 
Meteorology and the State Library. Beyond the GFNC, 
Deborah has also led excursions for SEANA and the 
Australian Naturalists Network. 


Deborah has shared her exploits on various personal 
trips by presenting talks to the club on the Galapagos, 
the Strzelecki Track and ‘Wonderful Wild Places’. At the 
2016 SEANA campout hosted by the GFNC, Deborah 
presented a talk on the geology of the Bellarine area. 


Surveys of birds are a regular commitment by Deborah. 
She has participated in many Orange-bellied Parrot 
surveys, Wader Counts and Hooded Plover Counts. As a 
Hooded Plover Warden, she has regularly spent long 
hours at beaches along the Bellarine Peninsula watching 
over Hooded Plover nests and chicks, helping to protect 
them from threats. 


Deborah has shown herself to be a capable and effective 
leader of the GFNC; an expert excursion leader with wide 
ranging knowledge of natural history; and a tireless 
worker and contributor to upholding the aims of the club 
for more than 25 years. She is a deserving candidate for 
Life Membership of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club. 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are 
tax-deductible. 
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Bird Group Excursion Report—Foreshore Reserve, Corio 
and Hovells Creek Trail, Lara 


26 September 2019 


Foreshore Reserve 

After having driven through the heavy industrial area of 
Corio Quay, it was a delightful surprise to arrive at the 
Foreshore Reserve, Limeburners Lagoon, overlooking the 
calm blue expanse of water across the bay toward 
Geelong. 


Twelve members and four visitors enjoyed a sunny spring 
morning making observations of the bird life along the bay 
and near the boat ramp. The excursion was led by 
Lorraine Phelan. As we ambled along the path two young 
cyclists joined us, keen to learn from those with 
experience. The group was very generous in sharing their 
knowledge and their telescopes with those less 
experienced. 


We all enjoyed a morning tea before heading off to our 
next destination. 


Hovells Creek Trail 

A short drive later, we arrived at Hovells Creek Trail, Lara, at 
the end of Cummins Rd. There had been a recent mass 
planting along the trail. Here is where five White-fronted 
chats were observed. Two were sitting atop stakes. It was 
undecided whether one was a female or a juvenile male 
due to the ambiguous plumage. 


Foreshore Reserve bird list 
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Silvana Benacchio 


We walked along the trail and reached the entrance to the 
boardwalk through the marshes. This area of coastal 
wetland is part of the Ramsar Convention, and an 
important site for the protection of the Orange-bellied 
Parrots. As we approached the boardwalk itself, ripples in 
the open water were noticed. On closer inspection we 
observed little fish close to the surface and | saw one jump 
out of the water. 


As we walked along the boardwalk, | kept hearing a 
beeping sound. | looked around to see if it came from 
someone's phone. As no one was that close to me, | 
thought it might have been an electronic sensor counting 
visitors to the area. But no—thanks to those who know—it 
was the sound of the Little Grassbird! | shall definitely 
recognise and remember that particular bird! 


As we stood at the end of the boardwalk, it was observed 
that the tide was coming in as the moving water picked up 
speed and started to eddy. Here many dragonflies were 
seen flitting about. 


Going out with the GFN on these excursions reveals 
many, otherwise unknown to me, local places of nature to 
enjoy. Thanks to Lorraine for organising the day’s most 
enjoyable excursion and also to Colin for the stats. 


Hovells Creek Trail bird list 
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October bird observations—some highlights 


his month a wonderful array of bird records has been 

submitted to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
observations website or directly to eBird. The clear theme 
is bird migration. An enormous number of interesting 
migratory birds have turned up on our doorstep and are 
worthy of comment. The alarmingly dry conditions in New 
South Wales and Queensland have pushed birds further 
south and in bigger numbers than we see most years. 


Olive-backed Orioles have a very distinct ringing call 
that is easily heard in woodland and records have been 
submitted for this season from Paraparap, Painkalac 
Dam, Gum Flats and Inverleigh. Similarly, other woodland 
species have excitedly been recorded, including 
White-browed and Masked Woodswallows which are 
often detected calling high in the sky on warm blowy 
days, or seen in noisy flocks in drier woodlands. Hopefully 
we will find many breeding pairs as the spring and 
summer progress. White-browed Woodswallows have 
been seen in the Brisbane Ranges, Inverleigh, You Yangs 
and up to 200 were recorded at Bannockburn. The drier 
woodlands are often strongholds for these beautiful birds 
over summer. Masked Woodswallow are almost always 
seen in smaller numbers than the closely related 
White-browed Woodswallow on the eastern side of 
Australia and small numbers have been seen at these 
same locations. 


A few Sacred Kingfishers have been found already in 
our region with single birds at Eastern Park, Avalon and 
Deakin University at Waurn Ponds. A Brush Cuckoo is 
always a sought-after migratory bird in southern Australia. 
It has a clear repetitive call. One has been seen and 
photographed at Anglesea. A large flock of 20 Swift 
Parrots at Ocean Grove was a real thrill at the end of the 
mainland season before they migrate over Bass Strait to 
Tasmania for summer breeding. 


Many grassland birds have been attracting attention all 
over Victoria this spring and we have had our share of 
interesting sightings. White-winged Trillers are seen in 
small numbers over most, but not all, summers in the 
Geelong district but this year there are many birds across 
widespread locations. Swan Island, Fyansford, Edwards 
Point and Barwon Downs were all noted early on with up 
to seven birds—usually in mixed flocks of males and 
females. Avalon, Hamlyn Heights, North Geelong, 
Hospital Swamp and Reedy Lake joined the list by the 
end of the month. 


Brown Songlarks and Rufous Songlarks have been 
seen and heard in grasslands around Avalon and Swan 
Bay farmland. It is very likely more will be detected as the 
weeks roll by. These fabulous songsters give an array of 


John Newman 


ventrilogual song and twangy metallic notes that delight 
the observer. Australasian Bushlark are under-reported 
around Geelong and have been seen in the company of 
the Songlarks. A very large flock of Stubble Quail at 
Avalon was a great find. 


Perhaps the standout sighting for this month was a 
remarkable Square-tailed Kite seen over Ocean Grove 
by a very experienced observer. This breathtaking raptor 
is very rarely seen in our district. It is of great interest that 
a Square-tailed Kite was also seen on the other side of 
Port Phillip Bay a week later. 


Shorebirds and water birds have also been seen in 
increasing numbers, indicating the return of migratory 
birds. Latham’s Snipe are back with 65 birds seen at 
Begola Wetlands in Collendina during the September 
Latham’s Snipe Survey. Several Sanderlings at Blue 
Rocks were a thrill as were the small number of Pacific 
Golden Plovers seen there. Edwards Point proved the 
place to be for 100 or more Bar-tailed Godwits. A 
Common Sandpiper on the Otway Coast at Barham 
River was a good find. 


Whiskered Terns are back for the spring and summer 
with small numbers recorded at Point Henry, Swan Bay 
Jetty and Breamlea saltmarsh. The same jetty was a 
resting site for a Gull-billed Tern which is unusual on our 
coast. A White-bellied Sea-Eagle at Buckley was 
unusual away from the coast but these magnificent birds 
are known to utilise larger inlands lakes which are 
abundant in western Victoria. 


Once more we thank the observers, listed below, who 
take the time to submit their fascinating records to the 
club database and/or directly to eBird. These records 
continue to captivate and inform us as the season 
changes helping to build a picture of changes in our local 
avifauna over the longer term. 


Observers: 

Angus Hartshorn, Barry Lingham, Brett Roberts, Chrissy 
Freestone, Colin Cannard, Craig Morley, Dale Appleton, 
David Tytherleigh, Deborah Evans, Fiona Conroy, Geoff 
Gates, George Appleby, Glenn Fletcher, Gordon 
McCarthy, Graham Possingham, Guy Dutson, Inala 
Swart, Jen Carr, Jennie Turner, Jenny Possingham, Jess 
Radford, John Newman, Jonathon Stevenson, Margaret 
Alcorn, Paul Schillier, Peter Sullivan, Phil Hunter, Polly 
Cutliffe, Richard Alcorn, Richard Weatherly, Robert 
Missen, Rod Lowther, Ross Auchettl, Rustem Upton, 
Simon Star, Simone Shaw, Tom Fletcher, Trevor Hodson 
and Wendy Cook. 


GFNC jackets and vests sales 


Jackets $50, Vests $40 
Black or navy 
Please contact Tracey Hinton with orders [racey.Hinton@gmail.com 
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October fauna report 


Mammals 


Platypus: On 28 September at 7.30 a.m. one seen on 
the Fyansford side of the Barwon River near the canoe 
platform, swimming upstream just 2-3 m from the shore. 
Probably the same individual seen 15—20 minutes later 
upstream towards the Ring Road (JN). Another seen 
twice in the St. George River downstream from Allenvale 
near Lorne on 14 October at 6.26 p.m. and 6.50 p.m., 
quite a large individual (PH). 


Short-beaked Echidna: On 11 October, one noted in 
Thacker Street, Ocean Grove (PS). One freshly 
road-killed beside the Anakie-Ballan Road in the 
Brisbane Ranges National Park on 13 October (OKC). 
On 17 October one was seen ‘deep in suburbia’ in 
Ocean Grove (GD). One was found dead at the Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve on 17 October. It looked fit 
except for a hole in the belly, caused by a predator or 
scavenger—a fox was heard calling nearby (GD). 


Long-nosed Bandicoot: One found road-killed near the 
bridge over Moggs Creek on the Great Ocean Road on 4 
September (PH). 


Koala: One noted in a fork of a blue gum near Teddy’s 
Lookout in Lorne on 8 September (PH). One was seen 
sitting in a fork in a dead tree beside Butchers Road 
near Teatree Track on 13 October. It may have been 
scared there by road traffic (OKC). One beside Cooks 
Track in the Brisbane Ranges on 16 October (RAu). A 
male heard ‘grunting’ probably in trees along Whinray 
Road, Meredith on 22 October (WCo). 


Common Brushtail Possum: A single adult was on a 
bench in the Marshland Hide at Serendip at 10.15 a.m. 
on 27 September; it seemed not to notice visitors. It was 
alive but probably unwell (GP, JPo). 


Sugar Glider: One spot-lit on 19 October at Distillery 
Creek (GD). 


Common Ringtail Possum: On 1 October at about 
3.30 p.m. one was seen high in an ironbark tree in our 
garden. Three magpies were trying to attack it, along 
with about 15 Noisy Miners. Clapping and throwing 
sticks at the birds failed to deter them from the 
harassment. The magpies were nesting about 60 m 
away (BL). At 9.05 a.m. on 13 October a baby ringtail 
possum was found on the concrete ‘veranda’ next to the 
Deakin University Library at Waurn Ponds. It followed 
me, and climbed up onto the bag | was carrying. It 
wasn’t there half an hour later (DE). On 19 October five 
were seen by spotlight at Distillery Creek (GD). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: Two mobs numbering 75 in 
total were seen in the swampland area of Painkalac 
Creek, Aireys inlet, during the afternoon on 20 October 
(GP, JPo). 


Red-necked Wallaby: One seen beside Allenvale Road 
on the western outskirts of Lorne on 19 September (PH). 


Swamp Wallaby: One seen on Circuit Track, Moggs 
Creek on 29 September (JN). 


Trevor Pescott for GFNC Fauna Group 


Fallow Deer: On 18 October there were 27 in a paddock 
off Baenschs Lane, Connewarre, looking quite relaxed 
and settled there. On the same day seven were noted in 
a paddock between Point Addis Road and Hursts Road 
at a place well-known to support many kangaroos, and 
may be a haven for deer (GD). 


Herpetofauna 


Eastern Banjo Frog (Pobblebonk): Many calling from a 
farm dam near Cooks Track in the Brisbane Ranges on 
7 October (WCo). At least two calling from a pool on Jan 
Juc Creek on 14 October (TP). 


Common Eastern Froglet: Several heard calling from 
the wetland just west of Barwon Downs on 7 October 
(TP). Heard calling from Sutherlands Creek downstream 
from Steiglitz on 13 October between 11.00 a.m. and 
1.00 p.m. (FOBR). Calling from a pool on Jan Juc Creek 
on 14 October (TP). 


Southern Bell Frog (Growling Grass Frog): Four 
calling continually from the end of Moolap Station Road, 
Reedy Lake, on 14 October (TFI, GMc, BL). Five noted 
at Hospital Swamp On 22 October (GD). 


Brown Tree Frog: Heard calling from Sutherlands 
Creek, downstream from Steiglitz, between 11.00 a.m. 
and 1.00 p.m. on 13 October (FoBR). 


Macquarie River Turtle: One basking at Barwon Edge, 
Fyans Park on 8 October (GRu). 


Eastern Three-lined Skink: One found under a piece of 
steel about 15 m from Grubb Road in the Oakdene 
Estate Bushland Reserve at Ocean Grove on 19 
October (BL). 


Southern Water Skink: One observed basking at 
Buckley Falls on 18 September (LBr). 


Blotched Blue-tongue Lizard: One between the Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve and Yellow Gums Estate on 7 
October (GD). 


Eastern Blue-tongue Lizard: One slowly making its 
way across Stan Lewis Walk, below Barwon Boulevard, 
Highton at 6.00 p.m. on 12 October (CFr). One on the 
brick path at Eclipse Creek, Meredith on 15 October; it 
went under the house when disturbed (WCo). One seen 
at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve on 17 October 
(GD). At Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove the garden 
resident came out into the sunshine on 18 October, then 
retreated to a stack of panels when disturbed (TFI). 


Lowland Copperhead: One crossing the bike path 
beside the Barwon River at Breakwater on 13 October 
(DTy). One in stunted coastal woodland east of 
Anglesea township on 20 October (GD). A brief glimpse 
of a snake moving into cover under a grass clump at 
Jerringot, Belmont Common, on 22 October was thought 
to be this species (GGt). 


Eastern Brown Snake: A large, robust specimen 
moving quietly among dry, fallen sticks beside Great 
Circle Drive near the Big Rock Road, You Yangs on 14 
October (TP). 
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Fauna report observers: Thanks to all the observers who listed their observations on the GFNC web-page, or 
emailed them directly to me: BL, Barry Lingham; CFr, Chrissie Freestone; DTy, David Tytherleigh; DE, Deborah 
Evans; FoBR, Friends of the Brisbane Ranges; GD, Guy Dutson; GGt, Geoff Gates; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; GP, 
Graham Possingham; GRu, Geoff Russell; JN, John Newman; JPo Jenny Possingham; LBr, Lance Breguet; OKC, 
Owen and Kristen Cook; PH, Peter Homan; PS, Peter Sullivan; RAu, Ross Auchettl; TFl, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor 


Pescott; WWCo, Wendy Cook. 


25 Jacky Lizards at Collendina 


acky Lizards are relatively widespread in remnant 

bush in the greater Geelong region. They are 
superbly camouflaged when resting on or near fallen 
timber and often not seen until they bolt for cover. 


Most records submitted to the club are of single 
individuals but in a few minutes on a warm (19°C) sunny 
morning on 14 October 2019, | counted 25 individuals. 

| walked along the fence bordering the Buckley Park 
Foreshore Reserve east of Bonnyvale Road, Ocean 
Grove. Along a 400 m stretch, | counted 25 Jacky 
Lizards, most in the short recently-mown lawn grass tens 
of centimetres from the fence, some up to about 5 m in 
the open and several more on the fence posts. 


The lizards were basking and active, perhaps feeding on 
insects and also displaying—several were seen to pump 
their foreparts up and down. Some bolted for cover when 
| was 30 m away, others allowed me to slowly approach 


Jacky Lizards in recently-mown grass, Buckley P 


Guy Dutson 


to within a metre. | have frequently seen small numbers 
of Jacky Lizards in the dune vegetation of Buckley Park 
Foreshore Reserve and was not surprised that there 
were so many inhabiting this length of habitat. However | 
have never seen so many at once, which is primarily 
because they are so much easier to see on grass. The 
limited published literature on population densities of 
Jacky Lizards includes a total of 92 Jacky Lizards 
captured over a four-year period in 2.5 ha of remnant 
bushland in a 47 ha golf course in Sydney (Hitchen et al. 
2011), so this number is probably not exceptional. 


Reference 

Hitchen, D., Burgin, S. & Wotherspoon, D. (2011) ‘Notes 
on the size structure of a population of the Jacky 
Dragon Amphibolurus muricatus in a small 
fragmented urban remnant’, Pacific Conservation 
Biology, vol. 16, no. 4, pp. 237-243. 





ark Foreshore Reserve, 14/10/19 


Photo: Guy Dutson 


Contributions invited for the Geelong Naturalist 


Members are encouraged to submit short articles and photos for consideration for the Geelong Naturalist each month. 
If you have observed and/or photographed something interesting in the natural world of Geelong and its surrounds, 
please send it to us! 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 





The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to other members and visitors. 
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Floating Islands fauna survey 


10—13 October 2019 





Bougainville's Skink , Floating Islands, 11/10/19 


ummary 

A four day/three-night fauna survey was carried out 
at the Floating Islands Reserve in the Stony Rises 20 km 
west of Colac. Forty small Elliott traps and one camera 
were used, and a search for reptiles was made by lifting 
the many sheets of discarded roofing material near the 
former piggery. We caught four female Dusky 
Antechinuses and two House Mice, and found 10 species 
of reptiles and two species of frogs. The camera revealed 
Common Brushtail Possum, and we observed one other 
mammal species (Fallow Deer). 


Seven Club members took part in setting, checking and 
collecting the equipment. 


Introduction 

The Floating Islands Reserve is a Parks Victoria reserve 
about 20 km west of Colac, one of just a small number of 
public land areas in this fascinating part of Victoria. Over 
many years we have carried out surveys here in an 
attempt to better understand the fauna of the region. 


One of our main objectives was to determine the health 
of the Dusky Antechinus population of the reserve. We 
caught four antechinuses, all females with empty 
pouches in which were eight nipples suggesting they had 
had pouch-young in the recent past. Sadly, one of them 
was found dead in the trap. 


We also caught two House Mice, a much smaller number 
than in previous surveys. 


The sheets of roofing material lying discarded on the 
ground were checked and we found a wide range of 
reptiles beneath. 


One camera was set against a tree-trunk near the truck- 
parking area. 


Elliott traps 
We set 40 small Elliott traps in three lines among rocks 


Trevor Pescott for GFNC Fauna Survey Group 





Eastern Brown Snake, juvenile, Floating Islands, 11/10/19 
Photos: Trevor Pescott 


surrounding an open peat-flat area near the former farm 
cottage and piggery. One line of 10 (E31-E40) was 
adjacent to the stone fence pear the piggery. Another 
(E1-E20) was around the open area, and the third 
(E21-30) was in an adjacent rock-stack. 


The traps were checked on our arrival on site at 9.00 
a.m. AEDT. 


Results 

11.10.19: E7—Dusky Antechinus A. swainsonii, female 
wt.45 g 

12.10.19: E2—Dusky Antechinus, female wt.43 g 
E5—Dusky Antechinus, female (dead) wt.38 g 
E38—House Mouse Mus musculus 

13.10.19: E4—Dusky Antechinus, female wt.45 g 
E35—House Mouse 


Camera 
Common Brushtail Possum Trichosurus vulpecular: 
photographed on several successive nights. 


Under roofing material 

Striped Marsh Frog (Brown Striped Frog) Limnodynastes 
peronii: at least 10 were found. 

Eastern Three-lined Skink Acritoscincus duperreyi: at 
least 8 seen. 

Garden Skink Lampropholis guichenoti: many present. 
Bougainville’s Skink Lerista bougainvillii: one found. 
White’s Skink Liopholis whitii: one found. 

Eastern Blue-tongue Lizard Tiliqua scincoides: one noted 
basking, later found under a sheet of iron. 

Tiger Snake Notechis scutatus: one seen briefly, and 
later a large individual found. 

Little Whip Snake Parasuta flagellum: one found. Its 
snout/vent length (SVL) was 300 mn, its tail (TL) 60 mm, 
which suggests it was a male (for a female of similar SVL 
the TL would be about 40 mm). 

Eastern Brown Snake Pseudonaja textilis: a juvenile 
specimen. 
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Other observations 
Common Eastern Froglet Crinia signifera: several heard 
Calling. 


Thanks 
To Parks Victoria for permission to carry out the survey, 
and to Frances, Tracey, Shona, Barry, Lothar and Zane 


Black Rock Skink Egernia saxatilis intermedia: at least for helping to set, check and collect the equipment. 
One sun-basking on a rock fence. 
Southern Water Skink Eulamprus tympanum tympanum: 


two noted sun-basking. 


The fauna survey was carried out in accordance with our 
WSIAEC project approval 32.18 and SPFL 20072. 


Fallow Deer Cervus dama: one male and at least five 
female noted together. 


Next fauna surveys 


Gherang Gherang Bushland Reserve, Forest Road 


7-10 November 


It is a long time since we have looked at the reserve from a mammal/reptile perspective, so this month it is the area 
where we will carry out our survey. 


Thursday 7 November: Meet 1.00 p.m. at the entrance to the reserve on Forest Road. 
Friday 8 to Sunday 10 November: Meet 8.00 a.m. at the entrance each morning to check the equipment. 


At this stage the location of our December survey has not been decided. However the dates are Thursday 5 to Sunday 
8. Possible sites are Glenmore or Pomborneit; both areas where we will concentrate on harp trapping and reptile 
searching. 


Note: always check the weekly GFNC news in case there is a need to change the survey site or other details. 





Some Lepidoptera species observed in the Anglesea heath this month 





Satin Green Forester moth, Harvey St, 
Anglesea, 20/10/19 


E 4 4 Photo: Barry Lingham 





"Bet a 


Heath Sand-skipper male (left) and female (right) butterflies, Harvey St, Anglesea, 20/10/19 


Photo: Barry Lingham 
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Excursion report—Distillery Creek 


20 October 2019 


Leaders: Alison Watson, Phil Watson, Margaret MacDonald 


Birdsong greeted us as we gathered at the Distillery 
Creek picnic ground in Aireys Inlet. The plan was to walk 
across Bambra Rd and record flowering plants along the 
first part of the nature trail. We hadn’t gone far at all, in 
fact we hadn't left the picnic ground, before we made 
some lovely discoveries of tiny plants. One was the One 
Flower Early Nancy Wurmbea uniflora, a rare plant in the 
area. Unlike other Early Nancy’s this flower has both 
male and female parts on the one flower. Snowy Olearia 
Olearia lirata and Dusky Olearia O. phlogopappa are 
easy to compare when they are flowering. The Snowy 
Olearia flower has a whitish centre and the Dusky Olearia 
a yellow centre. Their leaves are also different, the Dusky 
having longer, narrower leaves. Many different mosses 
and lichens were observed, though identifying them may 
be difficult. The vegetation along the track was 
surprisingly green and healthy looking with an 
understorey of delicate maidenhair fern. The Snowy 
Mint-bushes Prostanthera nivea var. nivea, planted by 
the Friends of Eastern Otways to replace the older ones 
that were referred to on the adjacent sign, were healthy, 
although the tops had been tip-pruned by kangaroos or 
wallabies. 


After lunch back at the picnic ground and a bird call, we 
explored the ephemeral wetland which was completely 
dry with many sedges dying back to mulch. The bird hide 
has been replaced with a new interpretive sign and seat. 
The yellow flowers of the Scented Paperbark Melaleuca 
Squarrosa were beginning to open and keen eyes noticed 
a nesting Yellow Robin. 


In the afternoon we drove to Harvey St, Anglesea for a 
completely different experience. The heathland plants 


Bird list, Distillery Creek 
hining Bronze-Cuckoo 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
Gang-gang Cockatoo 
ulphur-crested Cockatoo 
rimson Rosella 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Superb Fairywren 


Yellow-faced Honeyeater 4 


Red Wattlebird 

New Holland Honeyeater 

White-naped Honeyeater 
potted Pardalote 

Striated Pardalote 


1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
15 


5 


White-browed Scrubwren 3 
rown Thornbill 


Notes 


Australian Magpie (Whie-backed) 2 


Pied Currawong 


Willie Wagtail 
Grey Fantail 
Satin Flycatcher 


Little Raven 


Eastern Yellow Robin 
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| Restbrowed Finch po 





Alison Watson 


were flowering profusely—orange Showy Parrot-pea 
Dillwynia sericea contrasting with swathes of white 
daisies and Silky Teatree Leptospermum myrsinoides, 
creamy Woolly Rice-flower Pimelea octophylla and yellow 
Silky Guinea-flower Hibbertia sericea. A little further on 
we found Large White Spider Orchids Caladenia venusta 
and Mantis Spiders C. tentaculata and the hybrids of the 
two, some of which had bright pink on the labellum and a 
general ‘washed out’ appearance. This was a very 
unusual discovery. A large patch of yellow Donkey 
Orchids Diuris orientis delighted us, as did a single 
Bearded Greenhood Pterostylis unicornis, endemic to 
Anglesea and recently given its own name. 


Amongst all the beauty were fast flying butterflies and 
moths. Barry Lingham made the following observations. 
The flowering of the heathland corresponded with the 
emergence of several Lepidoptera species that utilise this 
habitat. Several Heath Moth species were noted 

including the Ceremonial Heath Moth Dichromodes 
confluaria, Black-signed Heath Moth Dichromodes 
atrosignata and the Common Heath Moth Dichromodes 
ainaria. The small orange marked moth with the beautiful 
name of Philobota arabella was common. Vivid metallic 
blue-green colours of the Satin Green Forester Pollanisus 
viridipulverulenta made it easy to spot. Both male and 
female Heath Sand-skippers Antopodia chaostola were 
active. 


Thirty-four bird species were seen including White- 
winged Trillers, Varied Sitellas, Rufous and Golden 
Whistlers and Dusky Woodswallows. The day was 
enjoyed by all as we appreciated the diversity of our local 
area. 


—| 
_— =| 
breeding 
on nest 


female 


breeding 
on nest 


I 
5 
i 
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List of plants flowering for picnic area and Nature Trail, Distillery Creek 


Pultenaea daphnoides  |Large-leaf Bush-pea 
Wahlenbergia gracilis —[Sprawing Bluebei 
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Incidental list of orchids flowering at Harvey Street, Anglesea 


NOTE: * including 4 aberrant plants of C. tentaculata displaying species 
abnormalities. 
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Select list of introduced species, Distillery Creek 


SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME 


E 


Top left: C. tentaculata displaying species abnormalities 
Bottom left: Wurrmbea uniflora One-flower Early Nancy 


Photos: Bernie Lingham 


Right: C. tentaculata x venusta, Hybrid Spider Orchid 


Photo: Alison Watson 


Billardiera heterophylla Bluebell Creeper 
Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. monilifera African Boneseed 


Stellaria media Chickweed 
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Out and about: Part 1—-strange names, Part 2-fairies in nature 


trange names 

At the last general meeting of the GFNC (October 
2019), it was agreed that a group of ravens was called a 
murder. Do you know these other quirky collective nouns 
for birds? 


A parcel of oystercatchers. 

A gulp of cormorants. 

A sedge of bitterns. 

A charm of finches. 

A kit of pigeons. 

A fling of sandpipers, or a bind or a contradiction. 

Take your pick. 

A deceit of lapwings. 

e A parliament of owls. Owls were always said to be 
wise. Is parliament now appropriate? 

e Aconvocation of eagles. 


A group of ibis is a colony at breeding time, otherwise it is 
just a group. Now is the time to be looking heavenwards 
to spot such a group (or is it a skein?) flying into the wind 
as they set off to feed in paddocks. Ibis have been called 
the farmer’s friend because they consume such large 
numbers of grasshoppers or plague locusts. Australian 
White Ibis often scrounge in rubbish tips and have been 
called tip turkeys. Ibis also eat aquatic invertebrates and 
their favourite foods are crayfish and mussels, which the 
bird obtains by digging with its long bill. Mussels are 
opened by hammering them on a hard surface to reveal 
the soft body inside. Locally, breeding colonies have 
been found on Mud Islands, Reedy Lake, Lake 
Corangamite and at Karlinsky Bridge swamp on the 
Barwon River near Winchelsea. 


Oystercatchers rarely eat oysters. They feed on bivalve 
molluscs, which are prised apart with their specially 
adapted bills. Some of them hammer molluscs to break 
the shells, just as ibis do. Food is found by sight, or by 
probing their long, chisel-shaped bills in the mud. Young 
Australian Pied Oystercatchers are one of the few waders 
that are fed by their parents, who first present food to 
them and then train them to use their bills to find food for 
themselves. This can take many weeks. Worms, 
crustaceans and insects are also eaten (Birdlife Aust.). 


In the Geelong region, you may have seen the largest 
parcel of Australian Pied Oystercatchers at Fairhaven. 
One hundred were seen on 9/2/2013 and 85 on 
26/7/2014. Sooty Oystercatchers come in smaller 
parcels, often only six or seven (Morley 2018). 


You won’t see a sedge of bitterns, perhaps one or two. 
They are very elusive birds. You might hear one. Charles 
Belcher wrote of it: ‘Always there has been some flavour 
of mystery about the Bittern, whose unearthly booming 
call, proceeding as it seemed from the depths of the 
lonely swamp, gave rise in the minds of the blacks (and 
others) to a more or less fixed belief in the existence of 
the bunyip, half animal, half evil spirit.’ (Belcher 1914, 

p. 116). 
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Valda Dedman 


A cormorant has an expandable throat, so it can eat quite 
large fish. Gulp them? That doesn’t explain why a group 
is called a gulp. Nobody seems to know. 


References 
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Fairies in nature 

If you are lucky you might find a Fairy Lantern Thismia 
rodwayi at Blanket Leaf Picnic area behind Lorne. The 
Fairy Lantern won't be giving off any light. It will probably 
be hidden under leaf mulch. It is very rare in Victoria and 
listed as vulnerable under the Victorian Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988. Thismia rodwayi is a 
‘myco-heterotroph’ which means it gets all or most of its 
food from parasitism from a fungi, rather than through 
photosynthesis. 


Fairy Lanterns have no chlorophyll and are not exposed 
to sunlight. The flowers, only 12—15 mm high, open while 
hidden under leaf litter. The plant has no real foliage and 
consists of a subterranean root system with several leaf 
scales. Its stubby leaves and stems are a translucent 
white rather than green. It obtains its nutrients from the 
dead plant material, leaf litter and mulch, through a 
symbiotic relationship with a fungus that in turn is 
associated with several forest trees. Many above-ground 
fungi have this symbiotic relationship, often with 
eucalypts. The Fairy Lantern has a faint unpleasant 
scent, rather like rotten fish, which may attract pollinators. 
Thismia rodwayi is a true plant. It is related to the orchids, 
many of which also need a soil fungus to survive. It has 
its own family, the Thismiaceae. 


Thismia rodwayi had not been recorded in the Otways 
until 31 October 2009, when a group of intrepid Geelong 
Field Naturalists set off on the Great Otways Thismia 
Hunt. To their delight, eventually 12 flowers were found at 
the Blanket Leaf Picnic Area. Rosalind Smallwood wrote 
the account in the December 2009 Geelong Naturalist. 
You can feel the group’s excitement as they uncovered 
more and more of the tiny red-orange flowers that are 
said to resemble an old-fashioned coach lantern in 
shape. (Blanket Leaf Bedfordia arborescens is a small 
tree whose long green leaves have furry undersides.) 


It is ten years since we looked for Fairy Lanterns. 
Perhaps the club, or the Plant Group should go on 
another Great Otway Thismia Hunt next year! 


The epithet ‘fairy’ has been applied to other plants, most 
of which will not be found locally: Fairy or Myrtle 
Fanflower Scaevola myrtifolia (found in South Australia 
and southern-Western Australia), Fairy Spectacles 
Menkea australis (found in the Victorian northwest), Fairy 
Crassula Crassula multicava (naturalised from South 
Africa), Fairy Bluebell Wahlenbergia densifolia (found in 


the alps). You might find Fairies Aprons Utricularia 
dichotoma, that | wrote about some months ago, in the 
western Victorian volcanic plains, and Pink Fairies 
Caladenia latifolia that occur in the Otways, usually in 
colonies on sand dunes, under scrub. Pink Fairies flower 
from August to November. 


When it comes to birds, there are a whole flock of fairies. 
The Fairywrens form the largest group. The only one 
found locally is the Superb Fairywren. It was one of the 
first Australian birds to be collected and described in 
1777 at Adventure Bay in southern Tasmania, by William 
Anderson, surgeon and naturalist on Captain Cook’s 
third voyage. The adult male wren with its blue and black 
head and back, and deep blue tail has been a favourite 
of painters and photographers. The wrens can become 
quite tame around gardens and picnic tables. 


Fairywrens live in small groups of three to six with a 
breeding pair and many juvenile helpers. Only the males 
are blue, and they do not acquire their bright plumage 
until their fourth year, and even then, they lose it after 
breeding, moulting back to brown and reverting to blue 
again at the next breeding season. The blue turns 
iridescent when the male is looking for a mate. The 
females and juveniles are brown; the female’s tail has 
more of a greenish tinge. Young males may have a blue 
tail. The graduation to full adult plumage can be quite 
complicated. Both sexes moult completely once each 
year, starting usually in late summer and early autumn, 
about six or seven weeks after the end of egg laying. 


Fairywrens live as a close-knit group, feeding together, 
preening each other frequently and roosting on the same 
branch at night. All members of the group help to rear 
the young. They occupy a territory of about half to one 
hectare, which contains nesting sites and enough insect 
food, and which all birds help to defend against other 
birds of their own species. Males can become quite 
aggressive in the breeding season and there are 
accounts of them fighting, flying into the air, grappling 
together and falling to the ground with bills and claws 
locked and remaining like this for several minutes. They 
usually defend their territory with song. When young and 
nest are threatened, the wrens may do the ‘rodent run’, 
to distract. The group fall to the ground to creep and 
scurry about like mice, their heads hunched, their 


feathers fluffed, wings slightly spread and tails 
depressed and closed. The group continually 
communicate with each other with several distinct calls 
and chirps in addition to their normal twitters. 


There are several courtship displays. In the ‘seahorse 
flight’ the male, with his neck extended and his head 
feathers erect, tilts his body from horizontal to vertical, 
and descends slowly and springs upwards by rapidly 
beating his wings after alighting on the ground. The ‘face 
fan’ display involves the flaring of the blue ear tufts by 
erecting the feathers. Males pluck yellow petals and offer 
them to females. Sometimes they will do this outside the 
breeding season, presumably to promote themselves 
and sometimes to females outside the social group. 


Pairs bond for life, but both males and females are 
promiscuous. The female builds the nest and incubates 
the eggs alone, but not all the eggs she incubates will 
necessarily be from the same male. New research has 
revealed that male fairywrens sing to their eggs and their 
chicks come out recognising their parent’s unique song. 
All members of the group help to feed the young. 
Because she has so much help in rearing the young, the 
female is free to breed again and again in the same 
season. She builds a new nest each time, sometimes 
using material from a previous nest. 
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Search for the Hairy Anchor Plants 


recently joined other members of the Victorian 

Volcanic Plains Biosphere group on their annual 
October jaunt. We stayed at the National Trust property 
‘Mooramong’ near Skipton and toured Mooramong on 
the Saturday. 


In between the bouts of very nasty unseasonal October 
weather, we managed to do a short walk in the Nature 
Reserve, where we were joined by Frank Carland who 
had worked as a ranger there between 2004 and 2006. 
Frank took us to the spot where he had last seen the 
Hairy Anchor Plants (see Trevor Pescott’s article in the 
August 2019 Geelong Naturalist). Alas no plants could 
be found. The reserve area has been subject to a crash 


Deborah Evans 


sheep graze at some point, and this may have 
contributed to the plants’ demise. 


Mooramong is a planned site for a test of the use of 
Maremmas to guard an introduction of Eastern Barred 
Bandicoots. Melbourne Zoo is currently conducting a 
three-year trial to see if the Maremmas will provide 
sufficient fox control. The following day we visited 
‘Tiverton’, a property north of Darlington and also on 
basalt country. This is the site of another proposed 
bandicoot release, but this time using a predator-proof 
fence. The fence is complete and all but one fox 
removed; however, the last vixen is proving very difficult 
to catch, so the release cannot go ahead just yet. 
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GFNC excursion with FNC Ballarat 
Carlisle State Park 
Sunday 17 November 2019 


Leaders: Barry Lingham and Tracey Hinton 


This area is on the western fringe of the Otway foothills 
and contains extensive areas of heathy woodlands. The 
area is known for its wildflowers, birdlife and animals. 


Meet: 10.00 a.m. at the Carlisle River Recreational 
Reserve (footy ground). 


From the Colac area, take route C161 (Larpent Rd, 
Carlisle Road). Carlisle River hamlet is about 2 km south 
of the Gellibrand River crossing. The footy ground is just 
past the hall. 


The exact route for the day has yet to be determined as 
we will re-visit the places along Tuckers Orchard Rd 
from the 2004 GFNC excursion. 


Note that some tracks are rough and a 4WD vehicle may 
be useful. We can car pool at the footy ground. 


There are no toilet facilities in the Carlisle State Park. 


Finish around 3:30 p.m. If you wish to join us, please 
contact Barry prior to the day. 


Bring: Lunch drinks, wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, 
camera and field guides. A GPS may be useful 


Contact: Barry 0417 115 109 


Challenge Bird Counts 2019 
Leaders: Craig Morley and Barry Lingham 


Once again, in association with BirdLife Australia, we 
will be organising two Challenge Bird Counts (CBCs) 
for 2019.These bird-filled days are a great way to learn 
more about our local birds and their haunts and habits. 


This year we will be visiting a number of key sites to 
search for birds along each of the traditional GFNC 
CBC routes—Bellarine Peninsula and Brisbane 
Ranges/You Yangs—and entering lists to eBird. 


If you'd like to take part for all or part of the day, please 
contact Craig or Barry with plenty of time before the 
respective days. 


Brisbane Ranges/You Yangs: 


Saturday 23 November start at Steiglitz Courthouse 
at 6.00 a.m. 
Contact: Craig Morley craigmorley5@bigpond.com 


Bellarine Peninsula: 


Sunday 1 December start at Pt Addis car park 
at 6.00 a.m. 
Contact: Barry Lingham lingham@tpg.com.au 


Bird Group excursion 
Thursday 28 November 2019 


Sheoak Hill, Glenmore 


Leaders: Margaret and Richard Alcorn 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at 1216 Glenmore Rd, Glenmore. 


Heading from Geelong, take Geelong-Bacchus Marsh Rd, turn left onto Glenmore Rd and follow Glenmore Rd for 
12 km to the property at 1216 Glenmore Rd. It is the first property on the right (northern) side of Glenmore Rd after 


you cross Spring Ck. Car-pooling is a good idea. 


Sheoak Hill Glenmore is a 552-ha former cropping and grazing property nestled between the Brisbane Ranges 
National Park and the Werribee Gorge State Park in the Rowsley Valley. The goal of the Sheoak Hill project is to 
re-establish a link between the two parks through managing existing vegetation, controlling weeds and rabbits, and 
revegetating both the alluvial flats as well as the shallow and highly erodible hillsides. It is an ambitious project that, 
since March 2017, has seen more than 300 km of direct seeding, thousands of hours of rabbit control work and 
significant progress made on invasive weeds such as Serrated Tussock and African Boxthorn. 


More than 7500 native trees and shrubs were planted this year to compliment the 27 443 planted in 2018. This will go 
a long way to reforming this important corridor for threatened wildlife, such as Swift Parrots and Brush-tailed 
Phascogales. Birdlife Australia (Werribee branch) have been conducting bird surveys at Sheoak Hill since the start of 
the project in 2017. To date over 120 bird species have been recorded on the property. 


Bring: Wear good boots and appropriate clothing for the forecast weather; bring binoculars, cameras and morning 


tea/lunch. 
Contact: Margaret Alcorn 0448 788 295 
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Coming events 


NOVEMBER 2019 DECEMBER 2019 


General Meeting: Barbara Wilson—Long-term ecological 
studies in the eastern Otways 

Fauna survey 

Plant Group: Meeting sharing photos and observations 


1 Challenge Bird Count: Bellarine 
3 General Meeting: Members Night and Christmas supper 
5-8 Fauna survey 


Excursion: Carlisle Heath with FNC Ballarat 
Committee meeting 

Bird Group: Sean Dooley—Forty birds in forty years. 
Challenge Bird Count: Brisbane Ranges/You Yangs 
Bird Group Excursion: Sheoak Hill, Glenmore 





GFNC COMMITTEE 2019-2020 


President Vacant 

Vice-President Vacant 

Immediate past President Rod Lowther 

Graham Possingham Ph. 5243 6997 
Graham Possingham Ph. 5243 6997 
Kristine Kristensen 

Lynne Clarke 

Craig Morley 


Tracey Hinton 
Trevor Hodson 


secretary g.possingham@gmail.com 
Treasurer 
Minutes Secretary 


Committee Members 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
kristinedawn@gmail.com 
alynneclarke@gmail.com 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 


tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
doctiny@bigpond.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer 
Conservation Subcommittee Chair 


Deborah Evans 
Rod Lowther 


Deborah Evans 


deb.evans6@bigpond.com 


Publications and Communication 
Subcommittee Chair 


deb.evans6@bigpond.com 


Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) 


Librarian 
Web-master 


Geelong Bird Report Editor 
General Meeting Minutes 


Program Coordinator 
Bird Group 

Fauna Group 

Plant Group 

Club Convenors: 
General Meetings 
General excursions 
Bird Group excursions 


Bernie Lingham 
Jane Morrow 
Alison Watson 
Lorraine Phelan 
Dean Hewish 


Craig Morley 
Marilyn Hewish 


Rustem Upton 
Craig Morley 

Trevor Pescott 
Barry Lingham 


Bernie Lingham 
Vacant 
Lynne Clarke 


bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
morrowjane5@gmail.com 
alisonw577@gmail.com 
Iphelan@bigpond.com 
myibook@iprimus.com.au 


craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
hewishs@iprimus.com.au 


program@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
ppescott@gmail.com.au 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


program@gfnc.org.au 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 


Copyright: 
The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. aims to make information accessible to a wide audience. 


This publication and its contents are subject to copyright under the laws of Australia and, through international treaties, other 
countries. Generally the copyright in materials in this publication is owned or licensed to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Unless otherwise indicated you may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own personal use, for 
non-commercial educational purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may not alter content and must 
attribute the copyright owner (author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. where no author is listed. 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Welway 452 G4] 
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